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• 1-2 posts/week
• Reviews young adult (YA) novels that center narratives of immigrant-

origin protagonists through the lens of academic literature on youth 
ethnic identity development.

• Publishes articles that reflect on the need for representation in books the 
publishing industry, challenges to the industry, and avenues for change.

• A forum of engagement for ~160 followers on Twitter and WordPress .

Diversity and Representation in Children’s/Adolescent Literature: 
Bringing scholarly, commercial, and literary perspectives into dynamic conversation
a	senior	capstone	by	Pia	Ceres,	Education	Studies	&	Comparative	Literature,	'17

HOW CAN LITERATURE (DIS)EMPOWER YOUTH?
In her 1990 essay “Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors,” education scholar
Rudine Sims Bishop provides a useful metaphor with which to understand how young
readers interact with literature and the world around them. Books act as:

Windows to the worlds and experiences of others

Mirrors of children’s own identities and how they are positioned in society

Doors that open pathways to understanding and that bridge communities, each
book an opportunity to “change our attitudes toward difference.”

INTRODUCTION
Where are the children of color in children’s/adolescent literature? What is the impact
of representation (or lack thereof) for young readers? From Summer 2016 through
Spring 2017, I investigated these questions through multiple prisms. My capstone
encompasses:
• A summer internship at a children’s book publishing company.
• A blog about diverse books that I maintained in the following months.
This project weaves together the publishing industry and academia through the
dynamic platform of online writing. My experiences investigating questions of
representation and its systemic inhibition substantiate the argument that promoting
authentic representations of youth of traditionally marginalized backgrounds is crucial
to making literature more inclusive to young readers of all identities and, with hope,
encouraging more children to find joy in reading.
PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN’S BOOKS THAT DEPICT
CHARACTERS OF DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS
Data collected from the Children’s Book Cooperative Center, 2015.

“When children cannot find themselves in the books they
read, or when the images they see are distorted, or
negative, or laughable, they learn a powerful lesson about
how they are devalued in the society of which they are a
part.” – Rudine Sims Bishop

INTERNSHIP
In Summer 2016, I received a grant from the nonprofit We Need Diverse Books to pursue a summer
internship in children’s book publishing. These are just some of the books I worked on as a marketing &
publicity intern for LEE & LOW BOOKS, the largest multicultural children’s book publisher in the country.

BLOG
The following school year, I launched the blog. Maintaining a blog honed real-world writing skills as well as
dexterity on more visual social media platforms. It also allowed insight into how creative, critical publicity
for diverse books is imperative to ensuring they reach the audiences that would benefit from them.
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TAKEAWAYS
• Authentic representation is key. Diverse authors are vital to portraying nuanced cultural experiences.
• Publishing still has a ways to go before it produces books that are representative of readers. This is
largely related to the fact that publishing professionals are predominantly white, heterosexual, and non-
disabled. The industry needs to address barriers to inclusion for diverse aspiring publishing professionals.

• The National Council for Education Statistics reports that 50% of all public school students are of color
(2013). As the percentage grows, it becomes increasingly urgent to address disparities in representation
in the books children read. Writers, reviewers, bloggers, booksellers, librarians, educators, and book
consumers all play important roles in creating a more welcoming and inclusive literary space.


